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La Conquete du Fitz-roy. 1 By M. A. Azema. Pp. 235. Flammarion, Paris, 
1954· 

DuRING the last few years, the attention of mountaineers, both European 
and South American, has increasingly been drawn to the many prob
lems of exploration and climbing which still remain to be resolved in 
the Andes, a range whose diversity of climate and character is un
rivalled in the world. This diversity, moreover, does not only apply 
to the \videly separated latitudes, such as Peru and Patagonia, where the 
principal ascents have recently been made : the contrast in terrain 
within Patagonia itself has been outstandingly demonstrated by two 
notable expeditions, the ascent of the tremendous granitic monolith of 
FitzRoy, perhaps technically the most difficult major rock climb yet 
accomplished anywhere, and secondly, the minor antarctic expedition, 
involving the crossing of the inland ice-cap, which recently culminated 
in the ascent of Patagonia's highest summit, the remote and ice-bound 
Cerro San V alentin. 

Mount FitzRoy (11,286 ft.), so named by the Argentine geographer 
Moreno after the Commander of Darwin's' Beagle,' has had a compara
tively brief mountaineering history, fraught with legends of its complete 
inaccessibility from the technical and meteorological, rather than the 
geographical point of view for, as Andean peaks go, it is fairly ap
proachable, being situated in latitude 49° S. on a rocky eastern outcrop 
of the Patagonian range which dominates Lake Viedma and the desert, 
but transitable, Patagonian steppes. Previous to the French expedition 
which is the subject of this book, valuable reconnaissance and some 
climbing in the FitzRoy massif had been undertaken by several expedi
tions, notably the Italian Padre Agostini (the Vittorio Sella of these 
ranges), CountAldo Bonacossa.-(1937) and Hans Zechner (1947 to 1949). 
Bonacossa's strong Italian party succeeded in reaching the saddle at 
the foot of the South-east ridge at about 8,750 ft., but were turned back 
by storms and the apparently unsurmountable steepness of the final 
buttress : Zechner concentrated chiefly on the more broken western 
faces where difficulties commence much lower, and was also unable to 
make progress. 

From these reports and Agostini's magnificent photographs of the 
FitzRoy aiguilles, three things were clear to the French G.H.M. group 
organising the expedition, ( 1) that the only practicable route to the 
summit lay v£a the Bonacossa saddle and the prominent snow shoulder 

1 There is no uniformity in the spelling of this name. As the reviewer points 
out, the mountain was named after the commander of Darwin's 'Beagle,' 
FitzRoy, a member of the Duke of Grafton's family. In foreign publications 
the form ' Fitz Roy ' is frequently employed. We have preferred to use 
' FitzRoy'; this, being the family name of the Dukes of Grafton (as given by 
Whitaker and other standard works of reference), seems more likely to be 
correct than any of the other variations . 
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below the South-east ridge, ( 2) that almost continuous artificial ~limbing 
would be necessary on the 2,ooo ft. of vertical rock from this shoulder 
to the top, and (3) that an exceptional break in the terrible storms 
sweeping the peak continuously from the West (which are quite incon
ceivable by Alpine standards) would be essential if climbing of such 
technical difficulty was to be feasible at all. Fortunately FitzRoy is 
shielded from the very worst of this weather by the Cordon Adela and 
Cerro Torre ( 10,26o ft.) a gigantic aiguille plastered with overhanging 
sheets of verglas, which must be one of the most extraordinary moun
tain sights in the world. 

The French expedition consisted of Dr. M. A. Azema ; Lionel 
Terray (who has described FitzRoy as the most difficult achievement 
of his career) ; Guido Magnone, his companion on the summit climb ; 
R. Fer let ; J. Poincenot ; G. Strouve (photographer) ; L. Lliboutry ; 
J. Depasse ; and Lieut. F. Ibafiez (Argentine liaison officer). The 
party was transported by plane from Buenos Aires to Santa Cruz on the 
Atlantic coast of Patagonia, and thence by lorries to their main stores 
depot at Estancia Madsen. On December 27., 195 I, a major tragedy 
overtook the expedition : J acques Poincenot, while attempting to ford 
the swollen FitzRoy river on a preliminary reconnaissance of the 
approaches with Lionel Terray, was swept away and drowned. His 
companions have christened Pie Poincenot, in his memory, the second 
highest of the FitzRoy aiguilles, which is such a prominent feature of 
the chain to the south. As in the Himalayas, the ferrying of equipment 
over these Andean torrents can be a protracted and dangerous business ; 
finally, however, they were negotiated and Base Camp established on 
January 2, 1952, at the foot of the Rio Blanco glacier. The route 
thereafter to the Bonacossa saddle was reconnoitred in very unsettled 
weather, and a practicable access to the upper neves of the Piedras 
Blancas Glacier discovered by means of a small col piercing the ' Gran de 
Barriere,' a ridge of rock pinnacles which divides this glacier from the 
much lower Rio Blanco basin to the south. Camp I was established in 
a snow grotto just beyond this col, and Camp II in another snow grotto 
by the bergschrund where the neve of the Piedras Blancas Glacier abuts 
against the sheer eastern cliffs of FitzRoy. The camps in these grottos 
(a cross between an igloo and a cave) were a remarkable feature of the 
expedition, and gave full protection against the terrible winds which 
made the pitching of tents on the surface of the glacier virtually im
possible. Above Camp II more serious climbing difficulties, involving 
fixed ropes and pitons, began in the steep ice and rock couloir leading 
to the saddle and thence to the snowy shoulder below the South-east 
face. The grotto for the third and final Camp ( 9,200 ft.) was completed 
on January 19, just below the Eastern crest pf this shoulder, to obtain 
more protection from the wind, which had frustrated attempts to dig 
it out on·the Western side. 
On January 22, Terray and Magnone made a first attack on the slabs 

of the South-east spur, forcing an entry up a crack on the Eastern side. 
They had not progressed far, however, when the rising storm made 
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an immediate return imperative. The roar of the wind, though they 
were only a few yards apart, cut off all speech, and a descent of only 
50 metres, 30 of which were on the snow of the shoulder, took them one 
and a half hours. As Magnone remarked ' if storm should overtake 
a party out on the wall, it will find itself nailed to the spot, completely 
abandoned to the violence of the elements, and unless there is a quite 
unpredictable lull, it is a party lost.' 

The storms that followed enforced a general retreat to Base, and it 
was not until January 30, that the grotto at Camp Ill was re-occupied. 
On January 3 I, Terray and Magnone set out at I0.30 A.M. heavily laden 
with artificial aids, to consolidate the first section of the final climb, 
with Azema, Ferlet, and Strouve in support at Camp Ill. The' fissure 
d'attaque,' the narrow crack affording the only possible take-off from 
the neve on to the slabs, was again led by Magnone, who in a few 
minutes reached the highest point of January 22, thanks to the pitons 
already in place. An overhanging exit from a niche in this crack 
proved one of the crucial passages of the climb ; it was shortly followed 
by a smooth iced chimney which Terray, taking over the lead, climbed 
on two precariously driven pitons. At 7 P .M. they had reached the 
'neve triangulaire,' the most prominent snow patch on the ridge : here 
they dumped their loads and made haste to get back to Camp Ill while 
the light lasted. In eight hours of extremely difficult climbing, they 
had established the first part of the route and secured the pitches with 
I20 metres of fixed ropes, which were greatly to assist their re-ascent 
next day. An odd feature of the acoustics of the great wall of FitzRoy 
was that although the two climbers often had difficulty in hearing each 
other, they could exchange comments quite easily with the watchers in 
Camp Ill far below, who acted as a kind of relay station for messages. 

One of the very brief periods of calm on FitzRoy had now begun, 
and Terray and Magnone took full advantage of it. OIJ. the following 
morning, February I, again heavily laden with pitons, they left Camp 
Ill at 7·45 A.M., and with the help of the fixed ropes reached the 
triangular snow patch in four hours. The pitch above consisted of a 
hopelessly unstable chimney which they turned on the left up smooth 
icy slabs divided into a series of ' roofs ' ; these were led by Terray, 
the whole passage of only 25 metres taking five hours, and fifteen pitons. 
Magnone then led an extremely delicate traverse at the limit of balance 
on an icy ledge : from this point onwards the wintry condition of the 
slabs begun to add greatly to the difficulties of the climb, and Terray, 
the more experienced in this technique, again took over the lead, forcing 
the pace up a succession of severe pitches in order to reach a suitable 
bivouac before nightfall. This was established at I0.30 P.M. by the 
last rays of light on two narrow ledges: they were now about half-way 
up· the wall with the prospect of similar, or even greater, difficulties 
ahead. A cold and extremely uncomfortable night was spent on the 
sloping, ice-coated ledges, and at 8.30 A.M., stiff and hungry, they 
started again. Progress became exasperatingly slow; ' an endless 
recession of vertical slabs and enormous overhangs ' still separated 
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them from the summit and their stock of pitons began to run out, while 
ominous fish-shaped clouds on the horizon heralded the approach of 
bad weather. Against his better judgment as a guide, Terray allowed 
himself to be persuaded by Magnone to continue, and they began a race 
against time up increasingly difficult ground, Terray, wearing light 
crampons, leading the worst iced passages, Magnone taking the arti
ficial pitches. Towards 4 P .M., only seven feet from the exit of what 
was clearly the final crack, they ran out of pitons, a single miniature 
'as de creur 'being needed to .complete the passage. This was eventu
ally found in the bottom of Terray's rucksack, having been used earlier 
to open a tin of sardines ! Once over this last obstacle, success became 
certain : the last 150 metres were comparatively easy iced scree, and 
at 4.40 P .M. they were on the summit slab, perforated by the wind into 
the curious hollows known as' marmites aeoliennes.' The immediate 
descent, in rapidly deteriorating weather, was performed at incredible 
speed in a series of interminable, acrobatic rappels. As Magnone put 
it, ' they literally fell down the mountain ' to the fixed ropes and the 
snow shoulder, reaching Camp Ill at 10.30 P.M. having spent nearly 
forty hours out on the wall. 

It is to be regretted that no full account of this remarkable expedition 
has yet been published in English, and to be hoped that a translation of 
Dr. Azema's book will shortly be available. It is the work of a very 
gifted writer, and apart from the vivid narrative of the climb itself and 
related incidents, it contains some fine discursive and descriptive pas
sages on Patagonia and the life of its isolated settlers, such as their host, 
Andreas Madsen. The illustrations, mostly by Strouve, show FitzRoy 
and its satellites in all their impressiveness, but in order to save weight, 
no camera was carried on the final assault and there are therefore no 
views from the summit or a much greater loss no close-ups showing 
Terray and Magnone in action on some of the formidable pitches 
described. There is a numbered line drawing opposite page 176 
showing their route, but no reference is made to the numbers in the 
text, and the position of these pitches is therefore somewhat difficult to 
follow in the account. In view of the comparison which has been 
drawn bet\veen FitzRoy and the West face of the Dru, some reference 
to Chamonix gradings would also have been instructive to mountain
eers 2 : as it is, the general reader (for whom the book is primarily 
written) can draw his conclusions from word-pictures alone, as, for 
instance, the following, referring to Magnone's first attempt on the 
initial crack : 

' The leader places as high as possible in the narrow fissure, either a 
piton or a wooden wedge equipped with a loop, furnishes it with a 
snap-link through which passes one of the ropes attaching him to his 
second, and with another snap-link carrying a stirrup with several 

2 A technical summary of the route has been published by Terray and 
l\1agnone in Alpinisme, No. roo, 1952, p. 72. Lower gradings apart, this refers 
to two passages of VI, twelve of V or V sup., and eight of A3, requiring in all 
110 pitons or wedges. Total height of wall, 6oo metres. 
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rungs. Hoisted by the rope running through the snap-link, the leader 
places his feet on the bars of the little ladder and raises himself to the 
level of the piton. He repeats the operation with the help of the second 
waist rope, and can then slacken the first rope, free the first stirrup and 
begin again.' 

Or this, describing Terray's lead up the first iced chimney : 
' Lionel attempts vainly to jam himself in the crack, to get up it with 

the aid of elbows and knees. Even the most strenuous jam-holds slip 
on the verglas. After many tries he succeeds in raising himself thanks 
to a piton driven barely a centimetre into a tiny fissure ; a long spike is 
then planted in the ice stream flowing down the bottom of the crack ; 
a stirrup, and Terray confides his 90 kilos to this fragile scaffolding. 
Miraculously, it holds! . . . ' 

This tale of insecure pitons, iced and loose rock (the diorite of Fitz
Roy's final pyramid is notoriously treacherous in places) was repeated 
many times throughout the climb. The risks taken must have been 
appalling, only perhaps justifiable by the uniqueness of the opportunity. 

Finally, the success of the expedition can be attributed also to very 
efficient organisation and material, and to the obvious harmony between 
all its members, both French and Argentine. President Peron took 
the keenest personal interest and the Argentine Army lent much assist
ance with transport on the approaches and lower slopes. All the high 
carrying, however, was done by the climbers themselves there are no 
Sherpas in Patagonia and the relaying of 400 kilos of food and equip
ment up the 300 metre couloir to Camp Ill, often in violent gales, and 
on a slope of 55°, was in itself no mean feat. The low absolute alti
tude, which made both oxygen and acclimatisation unnecessary, was, 
indeed, more than offset by climatic and technical considerations which 
have made the conquest of FitzRoy one of the finest achievements to 
date of modern mountaineering technique. It should justifiably lead 
to a more general acceptance of the value of' escalade artificielle,' not 
simply for exhibitionist purposes on certain selected walls, but as an 
integral and established part of greater mountaineering. 

T. CROMBIE. 

La Face W. des Drus. By Guido Magnone. 1953. 206 pp. Illustrated. 
Amiot-Dumont, Paris. 

M. MAGNONE was one of the party of Parisian climbers who in 1952 
· completed the exploration of the West Face of the Drus. Experiment 

confirmed appearance, that the central section of the West Face is not 
climbable by traditional means. ' Aux vertus montagnards de l'alpin
isme traditionnel, il fallait joindre la virtuosite de !'escalade dolomitique.' 
Such sustained artificial climbing there were 175 metres of it is 
something new in the higher Alps. 

The climb was done in two parts. After three bivouacs on the face, 
and with two-thirds of it surmounted, the party reached a point whence 
they could only advance by a pendulum rappel irreversible with the 
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equipment they had with them. They turned back and, after a fourth 
bivouac, successfully descended. They returned later to complete the 
route, with two more bivouacs, and a third on the summit. They did 
not repeat the lower part, but traversed in from the classic North face 
route to their former highest point, with the aid of expansion bolts. 
Thus it still remains for a purist to make the first complete ascent of the 
whole face in a single expedition. But neither this, nor the fact that 
this conception of climbing may not appeal to everyone, should detract 
from· our admiration of the enterprise, determination, skill, and hardi
hood of the successful party. 

M. Magnone's book tells the story not only of the expeditions of 
1952 but of previous unsuccessful attempts. His party had themselves 
laid siege to the face for three years, at first in rivalry, later in partner
ship, with a group from Lyons. Their final success was the deserved 
reward of patient perseverance. 

The book offers pleasant glimpses of M. Magnone and his friends off 
the mountains, and developing their technique and training at the 
Saussois cliffs near Paris. But for the most part it is a straightforward 
narrative of the expeditions, clear, detailed, graphic and exciting. 
Technical notes on the route and on the equipment are given in the 
Appendices. Particularly interesting are the comments on food. So 
long an expedition, on so dry a face, with so much difficult climbing, 
and so much ironmongery to be carried, presented a nice problem in 
loads. The rations taken sound meagre, and on the main e~pedition a 
miscalculation reduced them to less than intended ; but apparently they 
sustained the party sufficiently if not completely. 

We congratulate M. Magnone both on his expedition and on his 
book, the first-hand record of an interesting piece of Alpine history. 
The Drus have become a latter day boulder problem. But some 
boulder! 

A. K. RA WLINSON. . 

Une Montagne nommee Nun-Kun. By Bernard Pierre. Pp. 199. Illustrations 
and maps. Bibliotheque de l'Alpinisme. Amiot Dumont, Paris. I954· 

AFTER his successful ascent of Salcantay in 1952, M. Pierre felt that he 
would like to attack a virgin 7 ,ooo metre peak, and with this in view 
collected a small but experienced party to accompany him. His chosen 
companions were Jean Guillemin, Michel Desorbay, and Madame 
Claude Kogan ' une des plus remarquables alpinistes de notre 
epoque' Pierre Vittoz (a Swiss missionary residing at Leh), and two 
Indian officers. 

The professional duties of the various members of the party restricted 
the time available for the expedition to the months of July, August, 
and September. This limited the choice of district as the monsoon is 
active in Sikkim, Nepal, and Garhwal, at that period of the year. The 
Karakorum being out of the question, M. Pierre had to find his ' seven 
thousander' in Kashmir. While turning over the pages of Montagnes 
du Monde he learned that the single 7,ooo m. peak b~tw~en C~rhw(}l 

. . ~ 
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and N anga Parbat was still virgin and, in addition, that it was situated 
only one hundred kilometres from Srinagar, the capital of Kashmir. 
This mountain was Nun, 23,4Io ft., the culminating point of the Nun
Kun massif, and in his book M. Pierre has given us an enthralling 
account of the expedition which culminated in the first ascent of Nun 
on August 28, I953· . · 

Several other parties had visited the massif; Dr. and Mrs. Workman, 
Dr. N eve, and H. Sill em, will all be remembered for their exploratory 
work. Mrs. Workman achieved a notable success when she made the 
first ascent of Pinnacle Peak with Cyprien Savoye and a porter in I 906. 
In I9I3, Mario Piacenza and Lorenzo Borelli, members of an Italian 
expedition, made the first ascent of Kun, 23,2I9 ft., the second highest 
peak of the massif. Waller and Harrison were there in I934, but Nun 
itself remained unclimbed. 

The first three chapters of the book deal with the preparations and 
the journey to the Base Camp. The expedition left Doda on July IS, 
and then had a march of I 50 miles to the South foot of the mountain. 
The usual difficulties were encountered en route, including a strike of the 
porters. The bridge over the Zaz Nal had been destroyed, and one of 
the Indian officers went back to the village of Metwan for assistance. 
The headman of the village, Mohammed Sheik ' un magnifique 
gaillard, plein d'autorite et de dynamisme ' without even asking if he 
would be recompensed, very soon collected a gang of workmen and a 
new bridge was quickly built. A remarkable man ! 

Base Camp was pitched on July 30, and two days later Camp I was 
established at I8,ooo ft. Pierre Vittoz had made a reconnaissance of 
the mountain in I952 and had come to the conclusion that the West 
ridge offered the best chance of success as a route to the summit. There 
were two ways of access to this ridge, neither of them very attractive ; 
by an icefall, easy but dangerous, or by a great rock tower, difficult but 
not dangerous. (A double page photograph between pages r I2-I3 

shows clearly the alternative routes.) The icefall was ruled out as too 
hazardous, and on August 2, Vittoz and Ang Tharkay went to recon
noitre the base of the tower. They returned full of confidence ' Le 
N 1;1n est clans la poche ! ' 

Bad weather then set in and the party returned to the Base Camp. 
When conditions had improved, Vittoz and Madame Kogan solved the 
problem of the tower, enabling Camp II to be established on August IO 

at I9,2oo ft. An attempt to establish Camp Ill was defeated by fog 
and snow, and an emergency camp was set up in which the night was 
spent. Again, the weather deteriorated, driving the party back to the 
Base Camp for a week. Time was getting short, for arrangements 
had been made for 70 porters to arrive on August 28 for the return 
• JOUrney. 

On August I9 there were signs of an improvement and two days later 
five climbers, with Ang Tharkay, were installed at Camp Ill. Plans 
were made for an assault next day. Once again, however, there was a 
}lo_peles~ dawn; ~t 7.30 a decision had to be made . .' on ne part pas,' 
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Snow fell most of that day and the following night. By the morning 
it became imperative to descend. 

There is a graphic description of that descent, Ang Tharkay in the 
lead after the first few hundred metres, groping blindly downwards 
through fog and snow, searching for the markers which had been planted 
two days before to indicate the route. At last one was found, and 
half an hour later the emergency Camp Ill was reached. Within sight 
of Camp II occurred the avalanche that wrecked the author's own 
chance of reaching the summit. One rope (Kogan-Vittoz-Guillemin) 
stopped after a fall of some ISO ft., but the other (Pierre-Desorbay-Ang 
Tharkay) was carried down about I ,ooo ft., and the three men were 
lucky to escape with concussion and bruises. M. Pierre's account of 
this descent, and of his thoughts and actions during the avalanche, is 
extremely vivid and makes some ,of the most exciting pages of the 
book. 

On August 24, with only four days in hand, all were still at the Base 
Camp. Next day Vittoz and Madame Kogan, unharmed by the 
avalanche, left for a final assault with supporting parties to remain at 
Camps I and II. Bernard Pierre and Pemba Norbu went with them, 
Pierre knowing full well that owing to his injuries there was little or no 
chance of his reaching the summit. When they reached the site of 
Camp Ill they found the camp had been obliterated by an avalanche, 
but they had with them a small tent in which they passed the night. It 
was very cold ; on August 28 the weather was good and they started 
for the summit on two ropes at 7·30. Pierre struggled on with great 
determination until he was forced to give up at nearly 22,000 ft. Vittoz 
and Madame Kogan reached the summit of Nun in the early afternoon. 

This is an excellent book, with sixteen pages of illustrations, maps, 
and several sketches, on two of which the route has been marked enabling 
the reader to follow clearly . the progress of the ascent. None will 
~egret the time spent in reading it, and the sympathy of all will go to the 
leader in the unhappy mischance that prevented him from standing on 
the summit with Vittoz and Madame Kogan. 

D. F. 0. DANGAR. 

Etoiles et Tempetes (Six Faces N ord). By Gaston Rebuffat. Pp. x6o. 
B. Arthaud, Paris. 1954. 8so fr. 

A BOOK by an Alpine guide is no longer remarkable ; it is the quality of 
Rebuffat's book that gives it distinction. Here is a man who becomes a 
guide, not because his father or relations were guides, nor because he 
learned mountain-craft hunting chamois or tending goats or cattle on 
the slopes of snow mountains, but because he thought that ' le metier de 
guide est parmi les plus beaux de la terre.' With maturity came 
wisdom: ' On the Ecrins,' his first big climb,' j'avais l'ame boy-scout'; 
in the four years spent at the Centre-Ecole de Jeunesse et Montagne, 
the Ecole Militaire de Haute Montagne and the Ecole Nationale 
d 'AI pinisme et de Ski, ' j 'etais un gars:on enthousiaste ; le metier de 
guide m'a aide a devenir un homme.' ' It was by the sea,' he tells us 
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in his opening chapter, ' on the hills of Sainte-Baume and le Lutheran 
and the white cliffs of Les Calanques that I grew to love the wind and 
wide open spaces, the stars and tempests, the flowers and forests, the 
smell and the taste of all such things.' 

As we read of the seemingly endless nights of acute physical discom
fort, perched on ledges of the Badile or the Eigerwand, with prospects 
of survival depending on what might be left at dawn of ebbing strength, 
it is hard to believe that Rebuffat himself could have said of such a 
bivouac : ' Ce n'est pas un inconvenient.' Perhaps the bivouac on the 
Dru was foremost in his thoughts when he wrote : ' En fin de journee, 
l'alpiniste cherche un replat , pose son sac, plante un piton et s'y attache ; 
apres !'effort dur et acrobatique de !'ascension, il contemple, comme le 
poete, mais mieux que lui, s'integre a la vie de la montagne ! ' Fortun
ately for some of us older folk, the mountain let us feel we shared her 
life when we had no piton to put into her. 

The following sentence of Rebuffat's shows the supreme attraction of 
the guide's calling, the reward no tariff can measure : ' il est paye par 
le bonheur de celui qu'il emmene.' 

When he writes of the guide's feelings : ' il aime les difficultes, mais 
il deteste le danger,' we know what he means. But on more than one 
of the North face climbs described, the line between the two is near 
vanishing point. In the short histories that preface his accounts, all 
but two contain a tragedy. In three of them Rebuffat himself has been 
on the brink of it ; when Frendo falls when leading on the Grandes 
J orasses, when he himself is knocked off a ledge and is caught in a 
chimney 30ft. below, with knee-cap, foot and a rib broken; and in the 
storm on the Badile, thinking of the possibilities of escape when dawn 
comes : ' si le rocher n'est pas trop mouille ... si un rayon de 
solei!. . . . ' And on the Eigerwand, ' a great mass of snow nearly 
dislodged me, poured down my back, piled up over my head and froze 
my breath as it slid by in an endless stream ; only by flattening myself 
against the vertical rock face and clutching it hard did I avoid being 
torn off! ' 

The immense slabs of the Badile and the Cima Grande di Lavaredo, 
with its initial 6oo ft. of overhanging precipice, provided stretches where 
the driving-in of pitons was relieved by ' la belle escalade libre et 
exterieure, ou tout est plaisir.' Very much 'exterieure,' even ' aeri
enne a souhait.' The North face of the Matterhorn gave a different 
sort of satisfaction. Pitons were hard to drive in and did not hold 
well, and hardly any were used, but there was for Rebuffat a novel 
charm' le vertige d'etre noye clans une masse de pierres gelees.' The 
interest lay in finding the safest \Vay ; the great couloir used by the 
brothers Schmid was avoided, and wisely, as was demonstrated by 
the discharge of an avalanche of stones down it just after they crossed it. 
It was a long, exposed climb with the promise of a small ledge to rest 
on perpetually withdrawn as they approached it. Rebuffat sums it up 
well, ' QueUe desagreable escalade ! Quelle splendide ascension ! ' 
They reached the summit at nine and watched the last gleams of 
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daylight fade and then referring presumably to the fixed ropes on the 
usual route from Zermatt ' no us basculons clans la nuit.' 

Most of the photographs are Rebu:ffat's own. They are remarkable 
pictures of the way modern appliances have been used to enable men 
to tackle the most formidable defences of Nature's strongholds. The 
last, one of the solitary figure on the final stretch of the Mittellegi 
arete of the Eiger, is particularly well chosen, with the rope disappearing 
into the depths where the great battle has been fought. The book is 
likely to cause overwhelming demands on Rebu:ffat's services as guide 
and companion on difficult climbs of any description. 

R. L. G. lRVING. 

La Barre des Ecrins. By Henri l sselin. Pp. 231. B. Arthaud, Paris. I 954· 

IN a short Foreword, the author tells us that this is. ' the story of the 
links which have bound men to one of the greatest of all Alpine peaks.' 
And he reminds us that from I8IS to I86o it was the highest mountain in 
France. At that time Dauphine was almost terra incognita to tourists, 
though the Pelvoux was chosen as a survey station a_nd climbed by 
Captain Durand in I 828. John Ball is quoted on the subject : ' the 
inns are quite extraordinarily repulsive , the dirtiness of the natives is 
indescribable, and noxious insects abound in every known variety.' · 
A Frenchman, H. Ferrand, speaks of L'Oisans as 'un pays d\~lection 
pour les punaises.' 

In I86I the Ecrins, then known as the Pointe des Arsines, was 
recognized by Whymper from the Pelvoux as the highest point, and its 
Alpine history begins with an attempt by Tuckett's party in I862 and 
the ascent in I864, well described in Whymper's Scrambles. M. 
Isselin proceeds to give us a pretty complete history of the climbs on the 
mountain. Mter the North face had provided various routes, shown in 
the diagram opposite p 49 sometimes approached from Vallouise and 
the Pre de Mme. Carle, sometimes from l,a Berarde over the Col des 
Ecrins H. Duhamel with two Gaspards, father and son, found the 
way up the South face from the Col des Avalanches in I88o. Coolidge 
' toujours encadre des Almers ' was second only on this ascent, as he 
had been second to de Castelnau on the Meije . The huts were low 
and the traverse of the Ecrins was a long day, even for a well-guided 
party. By the end of I894 the meuntain had been climbed a hundred 
times, more than half of them traverses, only four guideless, two British, 
one German, one Swiss. Weather, neglect, and avalanches, have been 
severe on the early climbing huts, but ' une solide construction en 
beton ' put up in I 94 7 on the highest grass slopes of the V all on de la · 
Pilatte~ should supply the needs of climbers for many years. · 

It is the great South -east face of the Ecrins that is the scene of most 
of the climbing battles described in the latter half of the book. The 
couloir below the Col des Avalanches on the east was the first route made 
up this formidable rampart above the Glacier Noir. The avalanche 
of stones which justified its name came very near indeed to ending 
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Coolidge's climbing career in I877 when he made the first ascent. 
Neither its history nor its picture opposite p. I 53 recommend it. And 
M. Isselin 's book leaves us with the impression that this face of the 
Ecrins is the most frequently used artillery range in all the Western 
Alps. Providential escapes under bombardment, or tragedies where 
Providence has not intervened, are a running commentary of most 
ascents on this precipice. The edging of snow that forms the skyline 
must do much to loosen the rocks below when water trickles down and 
freezes. 

The story of the climbs on this face is well told and makes it easy to 
share the feelings of the parties, whether they are leaving their quarters 
in the Pre de Mme. Carle by moonlight, or wrestling with the fissures 
and ledges of the rocks, or cowering with often inadequate protection 
under discharges from above. It is satisfactory to read that though 
most of the routes are no more than grade 4 (D), there are passages of 
5 (TD). Some ardent Dauphinois must try to give the Ecrins the 
distinction of entry to the Sixth. The brothers Vernet of Nice have 
been devoted explorers of the climbing possibilities of this face, and 
readers will agree that Gurekian has ransacked it for emotional excite
ments. The prize of the Pilier Sud, the last ' grande course ' of the 
Ecrins' greatest face, was snatched just in time from 'dangereux 
con currents ' like Gas ton Rebuffat by Jean Franco and his wife J eanne. 
You will hope that she did not realise what was happening above to 
Jean at the most thrilling moment of the climb, as you read of it on 
p. 2I4. 

The photographs are a great addition to the book, as well as a testi
mony to the perching ability of the holder of the camera. I think the 
date of the first ascent of the J ungfrau on p. I I should be I 8 I I, not I 8o6 ; 
Farrar would have said I8I2 was wrong for the Finsteraarhorn. 

R. L. G. IRVING. 

Manaslu, I952-3. Published by Mainichi Newspapers, 1954. Yen 8oo. 
10 in. X 7t in. Pp. 212. Japanese text; 2 colour and 212 black and white 
photographs ; maps and charts. 10 pp. English summary and captions to 
photographs in English. 

THE return of the Japanese into the Himalayan arena in each of _the 
last three years has attracted less interest in Britain than their achieve
ments deserve. This well-produced book tells how thoroughly they set 
about the problems of an unvisited 8,ooo-metre peak and how nearly 
they came to getting up it. To this, ten pages of summary in English 
do scant justice, and although the many superb photographs tell most 
of the story, the reader who has no Japanese will do well to study this 
book alongside the much better written narrative in the I954 The 
Mountain World. 

The I952 post-monsoon reconnaissance circumnavigated the 
mountain, starting in the footsteps of Tilman in the Marsyandi, and 
going round the North to the East face, where the only practicable route 
was found. They returned in March I953 with an expedition of 
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I 3 climbers, 2 scientists, I 5 Sherpas and 8 tons of stores. From a base
camp at I2,6oo ft. they took a month to their camp below the North 
col at 2 I ,6oo ft. Their first assault was frustrated by storms ; in 
their second made from Camp IX at 24,6oo ft., an obviously tired 
party, short of food and equipment, took 5 hours to reach their limit at 
25,400 ft. The remaining I,250 ft.looked straightforward. 

In their modest account the Japanese attribute their reverse to their 
failure to organise the movement of enough supplies to the high camps, 
and to deterioration of climbers and Sherpas through remaining too 
long at high altitude. Their various narrow escapes seem to confirm 
the latter. In fact they admit to having underestimated the scale of the 
undertaking. But few parties have in fact achieved so much in a first 
attempt upon so great a peak, or returned unscathed. 

The superb photographs alone, which cover much new ground, 
repay a perusal of this book ; they deserve a higher quality of repro
duction. 

.B. R. GoonFELLOW. 

Tibetan Journey. By George N. Patterson. Pp. 232. Illustrations. Faber 
and Faber, Ltd., London. 1954· xss. 

IT would be interesting to read a review of this book by Herr Heinrich 
Harrer, for he, too, has travelled with and lived with Tibetans in all 
weathers. But whereas Herr Harrer found his best friends among the 
officials of Lhasa, Mr. Patterson, as he tells us on the opening page 
of his book, has a resolutely nonconforming mind, disliked officials, 
detested lamas and seems only to have really appreciated the hardy 
bandits of the Kham province of Eastern Tibet. 

His journey lasted two months January to March I950. Formid
able months for travelling in Tibet. But Mr. Patterson was equal to 
all the difficulties he encountered. He had lived nearly three years as 
a missionary on the borders of China and Tibet ; he knew the language 
and the customs of the province ; and when medical and other supplies 
ran short, soon after the Chinese Communist armies were sweeping 
into Tibet, and it was decided that fresh stores must be obtained from 
India, it fell to him to make the journey, from Tatsienlu via Poteu 
(where the real journey began) to Sadiya, in North-east Assam. 

On any estimate, it was a· remarkable achievement,_ over a scantily
known trail in mid-winter. Mr. Patterson travelled in style, as Tibetans 
estimate it ; he had authority to requisition food and transport along 
the route ; headmen of villages who were dilatory or who opposed him 
could be and were beaten up ; and without his advantages of knowing 
how to deal with Tibetans in the way they would understand (or at 
least of having tough companions who knew what to do, and were not 
afraid to do it), he could hardly have survived the journey. But it is 
evident throughout the book that it was his driving power that brought 
the party through, and if at times he strikes one as rather self-com
placent, he had a considerable positive achievement to be complacent 
about. 
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He writes vigorously and can convey a vivid sense of the difficulties 
he encountered. At times he over-writes : the irksome delays are made 
out to be more irritating than they actually proved ; the diet of eggs 
to have been more tedious than can really have been the case; the 
horrors and dangers of the bridges he periodically crossed seem never 
to have seriously incommoded him. Perhaps the party's narrowest 
shave was on February 6, when they had lost their sense of direction at a 
moment of great peril, and the only compass was found to have been 
dropped overnight. ' " Now, Lord," I breathed inwardly, " this is 
your world and I am on your work : which is the correct way ? " " To 
the left," came the immediate answer,' an answer that Mr. Patterson 
himself could hardly believe, as it seemed so much the worse of the 
only two ways there were. Another time, when deep snow below a 
high pass threatened to bury his horses, Mr. Patterson solved the 
problem by employing a team of yaks as snow-ploughs. Those who 
know the worth of a yak will welcome his eloquent tribute on p. 8o. 

Mr. Patterson says that this book is his ' initial challenge to my 
generation,' and tells us that the record is of only one of many journeys 
more dangerous and only a few of many experiences more interesting. 
Future books from him should be exciting reading indeed. 

T. S. B. 

A cross the R oof of the World. By Wilfred Skrede. Pp. 255. Staples Press, 
London. 1954. 12s. 6d. 

A RECORD of a journey across Central Asia by train, lorry and horseback, 
plus a little on foot. Mr. Skrede was only nineteen when the Germans 
occupied Norway and he and some friends escaped to Sweden, with the 
intention of going to Canada, to train in the Norwegian free forces. 
They got permission to travel through Russia with surprising ease, 
and with even more surprising lack of delays en route. They left Sweden 
during the first half of April 1941 and, after a day or two of sightseeing 
in Leningrad and Moscow, entrained for Alma Ata and so on to Kuldja 
in S inkiang. 

Delays with the Chinese ensued, but they appear to have started 
on May 9 for U rumchi, only to return as the result of a serious lorry 
accident. in which the author dislocated his back. His companions 
re-started on May 14- 16, but he was left in hospital till July, when he 
left for Urumchi. There were delays here of about a month, when he 
got away by lorry via Turfan to Kashgar (reached September z), where 
Mr. Shipton befriended him and sent him on his way to Gilgit. Mr. 
Skrede left Kashgar on October 2, but further dates are uncertain until 
we find him on board a ship in Singapore early in December. 

It was a sporting venture for a young and inexperienced traveller ; 
a Tilman might have made lighter of the inconveniences of Central 
Asian travel, but much may be forgiven this young Norwegian whose 
first big journey it was, and whose injured back was an added hindrance 
to him. If his travels do not break new ground, his experiences of 
hospital life in Sinkiang are more novel. 
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. 
The book is rather naively and slangily written, but makes good 

reading. The spelling of place names does not always conform to 
established usage, and (p. 38) the Ili river does not flow into Lake 
Baikal, but Lake Balkash. 

T. S. B . 
• 

Alone to Everest. By Earl Denman. Pp. 255. Collins, London. 1954. r6s. 

IN these days of spoon-feeding, any man who fends for himself and 
does what he wants to do in spite of lack of money, knowledge, or 
official help, deserves encouraging. For this Mr. Dennian receives full · 
marks, but his book, if it is to be judged by a mountaineer's standards, 
is another matter. The narrative, which is lively enough, is bedevilled 
with ' mountain-philosophy ' and betrays an attitude towards moun
tains not to be commended. He rhapsodises about them thus : 
' Here (Mikeno I 4, I 3 o ft.) was the real house of God, lasting, incorrupt
ible, divine . . . and I literally [sic] feasted my eyes on the mountain ' ; 
yet apparently he has never served an apprenticeship learning to climb 
them. He disdains anything but the highest : from the start Everest 
was the goal. The hope of fame was the only spur and when this hope 
is finally dashed by Sir John Hunt & Co. there is nothing left. The 
wine of life is drawn, and our author resolves to leave his ice-axe in the 
hat-stand until ' the conquerors have come down from the mountains 
and we shall be able to go to them again simply and quietly.' 

The book records what the author mistakenly believes to be two 
mountaineering epics, whereas in neither of them is there any call for 
mountaineering sense or skill. The first half describes, and describes 
well, some rough travel among and upon the Mfumbiro volcanoes on 
the Belgian Congo-Uganda border. Yet not so rough as all that. 
Mr. Denman seldom sleeps outside a hut, carries tinned food and soda 
water, and is preceded on his ascents by a gang to cut a path and followed 
by three boys carrying respectively his camera, ' the ropes,' and a 
haversack with boots and spare clothes. The unseen perils come from 
what he delights to call the ' greater carnivores ' and the hardships are 
for the most part self-imposed ; for he is devoted to walking barefoot 
and to exercising after the day's march with a chest-expander a 
performance which certainly astonished the natives. Volcanoes, 
especially when clothed in nettles and bamboo, are not everyone's cup 
of tea ; even a volcanologist who ascended eight in swift succession 
would need to be endovved with determination verging on infatuation. 

Having in the course of a short month collected these eight peaks, 
varying in height from ten to fifteen thousand feet, Mr. Denman felt 
qualified to climb Everest. Kilimanjaro, which he claims to have 
taken by the way, is dismissed contemptuously in two and a half lines, 
and the scene shifts to India. It is the journey from Darjeeling to 
Rongbuk and up the glacier to Camp Ill from which the book takes its 
catch-penny and boastful title. If one is accompanied on a journey 
by two experienced Sherpas, one of them the redoubtable Tenzing, 
who knew the route well and had friends in most villages, it is ungrateful 
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to pretend, even if only in the title, that one is alone. The author's 
attitude, his gibes at what he calls ' official expeditions,' his ignorance 
of high mountains generally and of that mountain in particular which 
had taken possession of his mind, bears a close resemblance to that of 
Maurice Wilson, of whom he confesses not to have heard until en
lightened by Karma Paul in Darjeeling. Of the two, Wilson's obsession 
was the greater. He went on alone and died at Camp Ill ; Denman 
remained with his Sherpas and came back. 

The journey to Rongbuk, the cold, long marches, the dirt and 
discomfort of Tibetan houses, taxed the inexperienced member of the 
party severely. It was early April and neither the climate nor any of 
the mountains in sight had much in common with those of Africa. 
They pressed on up the East Rongbuk glacier (here a fatuous remark 
about the failure of the 1921 party to discover it sooner), spent a 
perishing night at Camp Ill, and returned hot-foot next day. The 
description of the North Col is too vague and unconvincing to be 
consistent with any claim to having reached it.l Even so, to get as far 
as they did so quickly in mid-April is ' quite something.' 

A second effort in 1948 is happily stopped at Darjeeling, and the 
book ends with weeping, wailing, and gnashing of teeth on account of 
the present state of the world and the future of mountaineering. The 
intending reader has now been warned of everything except the 
frontispiece which shows the author dressed for a blizzard in what is 
suspiciously like a studio. But on the whole the book can be read with 
profit. There is a lesson for us all, especially the rising generation. 
Much may be forgiven a man who under his own steam succeeds in 
·reaching exciting places like the Mfumbiro and the Himalaya without 
waiting to be sent, carriage paid home, as it were, under the aegis, say, 
of the Everest Trust. 

H. w. TILMAN . 
• 

Mountains of the Midnight Sun. By Showell Styles. Pp. 206. London. 
Hurst & Blackett, Ltd. 1954. 18s. net. 

THIS is an account by the leader of a four-man expedition to the Lyngen 
Peninsula of Northern Norway in July, 1952. At that time the 

1 Mr. Denman's account (on p. 229, last para.) of their advance beyond 
Camp Ill is so loosely worded that it remains uncertain whether he is or is not 
averring that they reached the North Col. On the whole, one must credit him ·with 
not making the claim, despite the ambiguous phrases used in describing the appearance 
of the snow ' on the Col,' and in saying that a height of about 23,500 ft. had been 
reached. As M. Marcel Kurz points out (The l\llountain World, 1953, p. 29), 
this is impossible (Kurz gives the North Col as 22,990 ft., but Spender, Everest; 
The Unfinished Adventure, map, p. 289, and Hunt, The Ascent of Everest map, 
p. 15, write 22,890 ft.) and he attributes the mistake to a printer's error for 22,500 . 

But since Mr. Denman, both in Appalachia, June 1951, p. 379, and in the book 
under review, gives the figure as 23,500, he m.ust accept 1·esponsibility for the mistake. 

According to Berge der Welt, V (1950), p. 237, and The Mountain World, 
1953,p. 28, Tenzing, in his statements to Professor Krenek, claimed not only to have 
reached the North Col, but that a night was spent on the pass. Mr. Denman has 
disposed of this claim at any rate, and one must assume that Professor Krenek 
seriously misunderstood T enzing. T. S. B. 
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northernmost extremity of this peninsula had not been accurately 
mapped and was in fact an area that had need of exploration, the Oread 
Expedition of the previous year having observed that there were marked 
divergences from the existing maps, including an uncharted lake, 
several glaciers, and some peaks where none was indicated. The Oread 
Expedition had not penetrated into this mountain area, about 17 miles 
in length from the north tip of the peninsula. The 1952 expedition 
began by locating the lake and during its stay surveyed this together 
with seven unmapped glaciers and made first ascents of three peaks, 
besides bringing order to the chaotic earlier map of Northern Lyngen. 
Some geology, botany, and a little glaciology, were also undertaken. 

Apart from a few mountaineering cliches, the book is an enjoyable 
description of a good month's mountain exploration during which the 
weather was not very generous. The writer not only describes vividly 
the active moments of himself and his party, but also draws good pen 
pictures of the beauties of Tundra landscape. It is rather a pity that 
he should have let himself be persuaded into choosing such an all
embracing title for a book about so small a region ; its highest peak is 
only 4, I 20 ft., whereas the mean height of the Antarctic continent is 
6,ooo ft. (according to Debenham) and that of Greenland probably 
greater still. 

The book is illustrated with good photographs ; these and the text 
combine to bring to life a lovely part of the world that has with few 
exceptions won the deep affection of those who have climbed and 
travelled in it. -It will encourage thoughts of small summer expeditions 
to Norway's still little known Arctic mountain ranges, and with its 
modest lists of equipment and expenses stimulate a greater number (I 
selfishly hope not too many) to find enjoyment in the Northern Play
ground. It need hardly be added that Slingsby is still remembered in 
these regions. 

In Appendix 5 the author briefly describes his return to the Lyngen 
Peninsula in 1953 with two comp~nions in order to improve upon his 
1952 observations. He also added five more peaks to his list of first 
ascents in the region. 

' However, I must not allow the attractiveness of this theme to tempt 
me further but will leave others to write in detail about the charms of 
climbing in Lyngen.' So wrote Slingsby in 1904 and it is pleasant to 
read this book published just a half century later. I think Slingsby 
would have found the 1954 style of writing about mountain exploration 
rather less polished than that of himself and his contemporaries. 

J. C. HAWKSLEY. 

The Northern Highlands. Scottish Mountaineering Club Guide. By E. W. 
Hodge. 3rd Edition. Pp. 162. 34 Illustrations. 13 Maps and Diagrams. 
S.M.C. 1953. xss. 

THIS guide deals with the mountains of Ross and Sutherland. The 
first edition (1932) was the work ofW. N. Ling. The new edition is by 
E. W. Hodge. F. F. Cunningham has supplied much information 
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about the new rock climbs on the hills around Lochs Torridon and 
Maree. Sixty pages have been added to this edition, and twelve new 
line diagrams. The covers are waterproof and the dye is fast. 

The most notable addition to the record of new routes is the opening 
up in 1951 and 1952 of the z! miles of gneiss cliffs on the north-east 
side of Beinn Lair (3 miles north-west of Slioch). Some fourteen routes 
have been made ranging in vertical height from 450 to 8ooft. These 
have been mainly the work of the university clubs of Glasgow and 
Leeds, and to a lesser extent of Cambridge and Oxford. Other new 
climbs of good standard have been made on Liathach, An Teallach, 
Sgurr an Fhidleir (Coigach), Beinn a Mhuinidh (Loch Maree), Suilven, 
and Beinn Dearg Mhor (five on the latter). Dr. J. H. B. Bell and A. 
Parker have been especially active in putting up hard climbs of high 
quality and we are indebted to them. 

Sloppy editing is evident in the descriptions of rock climbs, which too 
often omit to give dates of first ascent, names of leader or party, and 
lengths of climb. Of the new climbers, some are flattered with the 
title of Mister and some are not. The photograph on the dust cover 
is badly dated and does no credit to one of the most active clubs in the· 
U.K. In all other respects we are grateful for this new and much
needed edition. 

W. H. MuRRAY. 

In the Hills of Breadalbane. By V. A. Firsoff. Pp. 270. 45 photographs, 
21 line drawings . Robert Hale, London. 1954. x8s. 

FoR the mountaineer, the hills of Breadalbane are not sensational and 
if Mr. Firsoff slightly overstays his welcome in the reader's mind it is 
by the very fact of his strenuous endeavours to make his subject inter
esting. Seemingly every incident in the sparse history of the district 
is related and every knoll examined with full Gaelic name and, more 
rashly, the English translation. Even the geologist finds it no less 
difficult to extract humour than blood from a stone, and I must say 
that I winced when enjoined to take some of the local stories ' with 
a modicum of saline condiment.' 

For all that, this is an interesting book, well illustrated by the author's 
own excellent photographs, and one which anyone intending to visit 
the district should read and with enjoyment. 

F. A. PULLINGER. 

John Sikander. By Donald C. Eyre. Pp. 224. Robert Hale, Ltd., London. 
1954· lOS. 6d. 

THIS is a novel much after the style of ' Ganpat,' based on a quest in 
the Karakorum for a lost heir to a title. A readable thriller, though a 
little marred by the giving· of names quite inapplicable to the mountains 
and men referred to. 

H. W. ToBIN. 
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SOME MORE MOUNTAINEERING JOURNALS 
SINCE THE WAR 

Die A lpen, 1946- 1953. 
Canadian Alpine Journal, 1947- 1952 
American Alpine J ournal, 1946- 1953 . 
Sierra Club Bulletin, 1947- 1953 
Appalachia, 1946- 1953. 

• 

Journal of the Mountain Club of South Africa, 1946-1952. 
Bulletin of the Mountain Club of K enya, 1946- 1953 . 

. 

Die Alpen, I946-I953· 

• 

HE monthly journal of the Swiss Alpine Club continues· to 
maintain the high standard of the pre-war issues and its excel
lent illustrations are, for those not well versed in French or 

German, one of its most attractive features. Apart from the main 
articles much interesting and varied information may be found in the 
miscellaneous no~es (' V aria ') at the end of each number. In this 
section the annual review of accidents by R. Wyss deserves close 
attention. 

Space forbids mention of more than a very few of the notable articles 
that have appeared in the last eight volumes : 

I946. E. Wyss-Dunant: ' Premiere ascension de l'arete W. de 
1 'Alphubel. R. Greloz : ' Le Rothorn de Zinal ; Ire ascension de 
la paroi E.' E. Krahenbtihl : ' Scheidegg W etterhorn tiber die 
W estkante.' 

1947. M. Kurz: 'Le versant Suisse du Mont Dolent.' A. 
Deffeyes : ' Comment no us avons reussi le tour de la Tete du Cervin.' 
H. Oertli: 'Die Cresta di Santa Caterina am Nordend.' G. Couchepin: 
' Trois premieres hivernales en I9Io.' 

I 948. K. Schmid : ' Erstbesteigung in der Cor dill era Blanca in 
Peru.' A. Visoni: ' Ascensions clans le Val Bregaglia.' R. W enck : 
' Durch die Monte Rosa Ostwand auf die Zumsteinspitze.' R. Monty 
& J. Fuchs : ' Premiere ascension hivernale de Furggen au Cervin.' 

1949. G. R. de Beer and G. Morrison : ' Les premieres du Wetter
horn.' C. Brieden : ' Drei klassische Kletterrouten in dem Ampezzaner 
Dolomiten.' E. Feuz : ' Besteigungs-Geschicte vom Schreckhorn.' 
L . Seylaz : ' Fran9ois Thioly.' 

I950. F. Montandon: 'Les talons de Hadow.' C. Wyatt: 'Une 
semaine clans le massif du Toubkal.' M. M. Blumenthal : ' Im 
Turkische Hochgebirge.' F. A. de Luze : ' Le bouquetin en Suisse.' 

I951. L. Seylaz : ' Pierre-Louis Delez, doyen des guides Suisses.' 
W. Bernouilli-Leupold : ' Zur Erstbesteigung des Weissmies.' L 
Seylaz : ' Une tentative oubliee a l'Aiguille Verte.' 

1952. Saint Loup: ' Les Cordilleres du Viedma et leurs probl€;mes.' 
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D. Harrah : ' Ire ascension du Yerupaja.' H. Koenig : ' Bergsteigen 
einst und jetzt. R. Lambert : ' Premier assaut au Mont Everest.' 

I953· G. Chevalley: 'Expedition Suisse II a !'Everest.' J. Hunt 
and W. H. Westmacott: 'Die Besteigung des Mount Everest.' C. 
Egmond D'Arcis : ' Le Livre des visiteurs de !'hotel du Mont Rose a 
Zermatt (I84o- I858).' L. Seylaz : 'La Jungfrau en I86z: une 
ascension contestee.' (Concerning the ascent 'Of F. Thioly.) 

. 
Canadian A.J. (vols. 30- 35). Dr. Monroe -Thorington can be 

relied upon to furnish good reading and his essays (vol. 30) on the early 
exploration of Mount Sir Donald, or on the centenary of the birth of 
W. S. Green (pioneer in the Selkirks and in New Zealand), or on Rocky 
Mountain sheep, all repay study. The late Don Munday, until he 
himself became the subject of an obituary notice (vol. 34), was a 
generous contributor to the C.A.J. Mt. Reliance (vol. 30 and see 
vol. 3 I, p. 83) ; the Cariboo Range's early explorers (vol. 3 I, p. 93 ; 
see also Zillmer's art., p. 2 I) ; and the Waddington area by helicopter (!) 
(vol. 3 I), are but a few of his contr-ibutions. Mrs. Elizabeth Parker is 
another regular writer, dealing with the Early Explorers of the West 
during the XIX century (vols. 30- 33). Frank Smythe writes (vol. 3I) 
on the Lloyd George Range in I947 and N. E. Odell adds a note on 
Mt. Colin and other climbs made by himself, Smythe and others, the 
same year. Odell also recaptures older memories, both in the Alps 
(vol. 3 I) and in the Himalayas (vol. 33). Fred Ayres records the second 
ascent of Mt. Alberta, and his article, together with that by Ray Garner 
on Brussels Peak, dominates vol. 32. Fred Ayres also describes 
another stiff rock climb, in the ' First Ascent of Mt. Erasmus ' in the 
Banff National Park (vol. 34). Finally, Alan Bruce-Robertson writes 
of the first ascent of Mt. Vancouver, in vol. 33, one of the most notable 
p10untaineering events anywhere in the world in 1949. 

American A.J. 

Vol. VI (I946- 47). The A.A.J. always provides good mixed reading 
and the post-war volumes are no exception. The longest contribution 
to vol. VI is by Monroe Thorington, who does for the A.A.C. what 
Mumm did in his A.C. Register : the value of such labours becomes 
increasingly evident as time passes, memories fade, and records get lost. 

The War years are reflected in articles by A. H. Jackman, H. W. 
Evans, Rex Gibson, Wilson Ware, Monroe Thorington and others : 
Jackman's query (p. I87) whether all the time and money expended on 
mountain warfare training were justified by results must have occurred 
to many another observer of such specialised forces. 

Maynard Millar (' Y ahtsetesha,' i.e. St. Elias ), Fred Beckey '(West 
of the Stikine,' or Alaska- Yukon boundary), Henry S. Hall, Jr. (' Mt. 
Reliance, in the Coast Range '), Bradford Washburn (' Mt. McKinley ') 
.and Kenneth A. Henderson (' Adak Memories,' Aleutian Islands) are 
all valuable articles on strictly climbing topics : Bradford Washburn's 
photographs are especially to be commended. 
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Vol. VII (1948-so). There is so much good material in this vol. 
that one can only list a selection of articles :-

' Lloyd George Mts.', by HenryS. Hall, Jr. (cp. A.J. 56. 354); 
' First Ascents in the Coast Range of British Columbia ' two 

articles by Wm. L. Putnam and Fred Beckey ; 
' What are the chances of climbing Kangchenjunga?' by N. L. 

Dyhrenfurth ; 
' Brussels Peak,.' by Raymond Garner ; 
' Antarctic Interlude,' by Wm. R. Latady (the Neny Matterhorn, 

&c. ; cp. A.J. 57· 198) ; 
' Mt. Vancouver,' by W. R. Hainsworth (cp. A.J. 57· 484) ; 
A somewhat mathematical paper on' The Theory of Belaying,' by 

A. Wexler; 

and an interesting selection of entries from the Fiihrerbuch of Edward 
Feuz, Sr., dealing with the Canadian Rockies, 1899- 1910. Among 
numerous obituary notices, that on Wm. S. Ladd is outstanding. 

Vol. VIII (1951- 53). The southern approach to Everest by the 
Houston-cum-Tilman party of 1950, described by Mrs. E. S. Cowles 

· and Dr. C. S. Houston, has by now only academic interest; ' Up 
Yerupaja,' by W. V. G. Matthews and David Harrah is the outstanding 
achievement for 1950, very strikingly illustrated. Bradford Washburn, 
' Mt. McKinley, the West Buttress, 1951,' describes a new approach 
to a mountain on which he, surely, must be the first living authority ; 
Robert H. Bates writes of Mts. Hub bard and Alverstone, on the Alaska
Yukon boundary; Ray Garner takes us to Ruwenzori; Monroe 
Thorington chronicles the American entries in the Grands Mulets 
Visitors' Book between 1861 and 1875. 

J. C. Oberlin and W. V. G. Matthews write of the first ascent of 
Salcantay (cp. A.J. 59· 307) and William Siri deals with the ascent of 
N evado Pisco in ' Cordillera Blanca Adventure.' King Pk. in the St. 
Elias Range is covered by E. Thayer and P. K. Schoening ; and G. R. 
de Beer pushes back the date of the earliest known American visitor to 
Chamonix from 1764 (John Morgan and Samuel Powel) to 1754, when 
one Machinen (probably ' Mackinnon ') made his appearance. 

Sierra Club Bulletin. 

Vol. 32. In ' The Problems of the Wilderness,' the late Robert 
Marshall urges the need of immediate steps to preserve ' a few samples 
of undeveloped territory ' in the U. S. a cry that finds an echo much 
nearer home. D. Molenaar chronicles the first American ascent of 
Mt. St. Elias (July 16, 1946), and F. P. Farquhar completes the fourth 
part of a study of the exploration of Mt. Whitney. 

Vol. 33· Robin Hansen has a finely illustrated paper on' Wadding
ton Country 1947,' but it is the Yosemite Valley that claims the largest 
number of pages in this volume, in articles by Hans Huth and William 
E. Colby (pp. 47- 86), to say nothing of' Five Days and Nights on the 
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Lost Arrow ' [also Y osemite Valley, and not an Agatha Christie novel], 
by Anton Nelson, whose paper rounds off another article by him 
on the same topic (a fantastic piece of ' artificial ' climbing) in vol. 3 2 

(pp. 1-10 ). 

Vol. 34· F. P. Farquhar contributes the first part of a valuable 
study of the ' Exploration and First Ascents of Mount McKinley,' 
bringing the story down to 1910 and thus including the controversy 
that raged round Dr. F. A. Cook's claims which are dismissed. Mrs. 
E. S. Cowles (' Have You a Mountain Widow ? ') writes informatively 
on how men should train women for mountaineering (those interested 
may compare the more light-hearted recommendations in the Bulletin 
of the M.C. of Kenya, no. 21, p. 6). Mrs. Cowles seems to be a 
supporter of Lord Chesterfield's view (Letters to His Son, Sept. 5, 1748) 
that women are but ' children of a larger growth,' for she concludes her 
essay by saying that what she has written applies to children as much 
as to wives. 

Vol. 35· Part II of F. P. Farquhar's study of Mt. McKinley is forti
fied by 12 splendid photographs by Bradford Washburn. 'Avalanches ' 
are the subject of an article and some letters by W erner Grob and 
others, and a visit to the Gross G lockner district is described by 
All en P. Steck. 

Vol. 36. Mt. Waddington is the subject of William E. Long's 
article ; Andre Roch writes learnedly on Avalanches; but undoubtedly 
pride of place in this vol. goes to Bradford Washburn's account of the 
ascent of Mt. Deception (Alaska) during the search for a crashed 
aeroplane, in November, 1944· 

The striking picture (p. 132) of Castle Rock Spire in the Sierra 
Nevada is worth examination; even those who disapprove of pitons 
and the like will be unable to resist congratulations to the pair who first 
scaled this appalling pinnacle. 

Vol. 37· . This vol. sees raised once more the problem noted in 
vol. 3 2 above, of the need to preserve ' The Wilderness ' from desecra
tion in the name of Progress, by C. R. Bradley and by E. T. Scoyen. 

Vol. 38. The Cordillera Blanca, Peru, described by William Siri 
(cp. A.A.J. vol. VIII) is the principal item in this number. As in other 
volumes of this journal, the standard of reproduction of the photo
graphs is much to be commended. 

Appalachia (vols. 26-29). The Appalachian Mountain Club is the 
senior climbing club in the U.S. and its journal is very well produced, 
and worthy of the long history of the Club. Primarily concerned 
with the mountains of New England, it is not easy to review in an 
English journal, for much of its material covers mountain areas that, 
at best, are merely names to us over here. Nevertheless, ' Appalachia ' 
is not limited geographically and indeed one of its most valuable features 
is its ' Various Notes,' often a big section of any individual number of 
the magazine, that deal with mountain activities in all parts of the 
world. 
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Many of the articles themselves are very brief, perhaps only a page 
or two, but among the longer and more important are :-

Dec. 1946 : Arthur K. Davis, ' The Profile of Mountaineering.' 
Arnold W exler, ' Mount Sir Sanford and its N eighbors.' 

June 194 7 : Wm. L. Putnam, ' Mount Saint Elias.' 
J essie Phillimore, ' Footpaths of New England : a Biblio
graphy.' 

Dec. 194 7 : Francis P. Magoun Ill, ' East of Mount Waddington.' 
June 1948 : Arnold W exler, ' Mountain Journey ' (the Selkirks). 
Dec. 1948 : Waiter W. Wright, ' The White Mountains : an 

annotated Bibliography, 1918- 47.' 
Herb Conn, ' A New Frontier for the Rock Climber ' 
(in S. Dakota see also for June, 1953) . 

June 1949 : Francis P. Magoun Ill, ' Mount Vancouver's North 
Ridge.' 

Dec. 1950 : R. L. M. and Miriam Underhill, 'Climbs in the Montana 
Rockies' (continued in Dec. 1951 and June, 1953). 

June 1951 : Earl L. Denman, 'A Lone Attempt on Everest.' 
Dec. 1951 : John W. Webber, 'The Drakensberg and Basutoland.' 
Dec. 1953 : Inna V. Poire, 'Pamir, the Roof of the World.' 

Journal of the M. C. of S. Africa (nos. 49- 55). It is no disparagement 
of this Journal to say that the most valuable single portion of it is the 
Index covering the years 1894-1947, printed on pp. 75- 95 of No. 51 
(1948). Anyone who has faced the by now formidable row of vols. of 
the M.C.S.A. Journal will appreciate what this may mean, even though 
the names of authors and the titles of articles have been omitted. 

To many of us, South African mountains seem t0 be summed up in 
Table Mountain and the Drakensberg : a study of the M.C.S.A.J. will 
correct that view. Thus, the first quarter of no. 49 ( 1946) deals with 
S.-W. African territory. 

A useful article for those who may be going to S. Africa for the first 
time is P. W. Thomas's ' Maps for the Mountaineer' (No. so), telling 
one what different sorts of maps there are ; where they are to be 
purchased, and the price ; and what to do about getting air photos if 
there are no maps. 

No. 54 (1951) vvas the Diamond Jubilee number and commences 
with a collection of extracts from past issues of the journal. That 
South Mrica is not the sole interest of the members is shown by short 
articles on Mt. Kenya and the Oetztal. No. 55 (1952) too, has articles 
on climbing in Britain and in the Alps. H. J. Barker reflects (pp. 21-27) 
on the first 21 years of the Transvaal Section of the Club, including in 
his article a photograph of a veteran climber (in his 8 sth year !) per
forming on rocks that make one think favourably of mere N. faces of 
the Petit Dru or the like. D. P. Liebenberg (pp. 73- 77) contributes a 
useful list of climbs, with references to literature, to be made in the 
Natal Drakensberg. 
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Bullet-in of the M. C. of Kenya (nos. I - 28). This bulletin has, during 
its short life, appeared in four different sizes (to say nothing of a fore
runner magazine,' Ice-Cap '),a fact that will cause librarians concerned 
with the binding of journals to complain. Yet it would be a mistake if 
impatience over such a matter led anyone to pass the Bulletin by. 
Though the articles in it tend to be very brief, they often contain very 
useful information, not only on actual climbs, but on the ' know-how ' 
of expeditions in East Africa ; on flora and fauna and the like. A 
newcomer to East Africa may well .be glad of such a page as p. IS in 
no. 3 (I947), of' Advice to those climbing Kilimanjaro.' 

An index to the articles in the first 27 numbers is contained in no. 28 
of the Bulletin. East African climbing naturally predominates, but 
there are a few articles on other areas, such as the Drakensberg, North 
Wales, and Everest. 

Mount Kenya heads the list for number of articles dealing with it; 
the writers include Shipton, J. W. Howard, Firmin, Raymond and 
Logan Hook, and numerous others. l{.ilimanjaro, Ruwenzori, Elgon, 
Mfumbiro, are also among mountain regions dealt with. 

* * * * 
One last word. Die Alpen has a consolidated index up to I 942; the 

Appalachian M.C. has now indexed its first 25 volumes (to I945); the 
American A. C. is reputed to be preparing one to its own publications. 
It is much to be hoped that other Clubs will follow suit, for as sets of 
climbing journals increase in length, the need of adequate indexing is 
very necessary if the matter buried in their pages is to be readily 
available to students. 

T. s. BLAKENEY. 
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